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Its been another amazing month inTaricaya, Lots of volunteershave meantwe couldreally
advancewith many of our projectsandastheyear continuesto lookverygoodwehave
begun planningfor even morework inthe coming months!

Goodbye to Another Member of Staff!

A coupleof months ago we said goodbye to Daniel Near our herpetologist, | have to
apologiesto Daniel andeveryoneelsefornotmentioning this sooner but due to several
reasonsitkeptgetting moved off th e previous n ewsletters. We would all liketo thank Daniel
forhistimeand efforts overthe last 7years in helping Taricaya and everyone here in
learning whatwenow know about all of theh erpetofuanainthe area, Buildingthe Taricaya
turtle projecttowhatitisnow and basicallyhelping usto become a better project. We all
hope heishappyandsuccessfulin hisnextjob and wewouldloveto hearback from him in
the future.

Project Updates

Animal Rescue Centre

We have alotofgreatnewsintherescue centerthismonth firstlyl wouldliketo tellyou all
abouttheprogressof ourmonkey cages. For several months now we have been working
hardto buildthenew monkey area of the rescue center, which is out behind the tapir
enclosure and will contain 7 enclosuresjustforth e different speciesof monkeywe have in
the center.Thenew enclosureshave been builtwith materiasthatwill last for many years




to come, using cement, steel tubesandchain-linkfencing we aresurethatwewon’thave to
do anymaintenance on themfor atleast5 yearsandthewhole structure will be good for
much much longer! It'saslow jobthough, many sectionsofthe fencing have to be tied to
thetubing manually using sections ofwire to ensurethatnothing can getin or out butwe
arefinallynearing theend. Atthe end of March we onlyneededto close off the final side
and then concentrate on the doors and final cementwork, so hopefullyin the next
newsletter | will betelling youallabouthow we finished the cages and have moved the
monkeys into them!

Anothergreat developmentin therescue centeristhatwe have submittedth e paperw ork to
getpermissionto releaseth e spider monkeysinsidethereserve.Thisis especially exciting
forme as |willfinallygetthe chanceto begin tracking work with animals released from
Taricaya.Theaimisto releasethemonkeysin mid-May, but we can’t be more exact than
thatatthistime dueto the complications of Peruvian bureaucracy. Howeverwe have been
testingtheradiotracking equipmentin preparation forthisday and this group of monkeys
has beenwearing dummy collarsfor many monthssotheyshouldn’tnoticewhen we place
therealonesonthem.Oncewegetthepermission to releasethemonkeyswill be movedto
the pre-release cage at the back of Taricaya where they will stay until theyrelease
themselves (Thecageisonlymadeof nettingsoit’'smore likelythey will break outwhen
theyarereadythatusreleasingthemwhenwe areready) Once we orthey have released
the monkeyswewill begin tracking th eir movementsthrough theforest and possiblyinto
the Tambopatareserve behind us, noting all of their actions and beh aviorwh eneverwe can.
Thisispossiblyoneofthe mostimportant parts of this project as itwill prove that our
release programisworking andthatwe can continuewith thisprojectto keep onincreasing
the population of black spider monkeys in the area of Taricaya.

The Finished Monkey Cagesand One of our released Spider monkies from many year ago,
The next stage for thisgroup we have now!




Rising River!

March wasabusymonthforushereinTaricayaformany reasons. The biggest being the
looming threatthattheriverwould once again burstitsbanks and we would be forced to
cancelall ournormalworkjustto concentrate on working to reducetheimpact ofthe flood
watersinandaroundthe camp.Theriver level stayed constant throughout January and
Februaryand duetothefactthat we had only small amounts of rain (compared to the
normal levelswould expect atthistime of theyear) but then in March we got a couple of
monthsofrainfallinthespaceof lweekanditwasn’tonlyusthatgotthis rainfall, Cusco
and the surrounding mountain areas were similarly drenched in water which only
compoundedtheproblemforusasall oftherain came down totheTambopata and Madre
de diosriverswhich passbyPuerto Maldonado. Fortunatelythough thisyearwe were lucky
and were saved th e big task of dealing with flooded buildings by the tiniest amount. The
riverlevelsreachedan exceptional level and we even spentoneevening until about 12am
watchingtheriver coming higherandhigherbefore deciding thatitwas slowing and would
beginto dropverysoon. Wedidhave to move some of the animals around though; the
white lipped peccarieswere movedinto a section of thetapir enclosure because the whole
areatherewaskneedeepinwater (Which actually helped clean itup alittle!) and we
neededto provide somemoreplaformsin themonkey enclosuresto make sure everyone
was safeandsound there. Previousyears have seen much worseflooding inthe areabutthe
rainfall thisyear, although constant has not been anywhere nearthe levels previously
recorded.

The Floodlevel reach edjust undertheKitchen thisyear.




Maintenance work

Agoodportion oftheworkwehaveto doin Taricayaatthistime of theyearis maintenance
of structures, with thehigh humidity andhigh rain atthistime of theyear combin edwith the
high temperatures meanthatropes, wood, string and bamboos need to be changed or
repairedon aregular basisto keep everything running smoothly. Last month wetook several
bamboosfromthebambooplantationinthefarm to fixtheturtle house and this month we
worked onthebutterflyhouse. Taking around 8 long pieces of bamboo from the same
plantationwhichweplantedaround 8 years ago for these reasons to replace all of the
supportpostsforthenetting onthebutterflyhouse. Webegan the project a few years ago
hoping to be ableto breed butterfliesandrelease them back into the wild. After a while
though werealizedthatthiswasn’tworking how we h oped sowe decidedto concentrateon
justa couple of speciesfor display purposes. Atthemomentwehave owl butterflies in the
house, eggsweretakenfromthewildand we caredforthem until the hatched, fed them
untiltheybeame chrysalisandthen released them into the butterfly house when they
transformedintobutterflies.Sincethenwehave been slowly but surely building up the
butterfly population inth e butterflyhouse usingthe same eggsthat each generation laid.
Graduallywe will beincreasing th e different speciesthatwe have insidethe butterflyhouse
which willgive us an interesting groupto show volunteers and touriststh at arriveto visitthe
projects at Taricaya.

Bungalow Updates

Finally on another areaof repair/renovation, we have finished alarge project of renovating
all of thevolunteerroomsin Taricaya. For manyyearsthishas been a weaker area of the
camp atTaricayabutwehavefinallyfoundagood combination of colors and materials to
make theroomslook clean andbright! For monthswe have been painting the walls, beds,
shelvesandfloorswhilstRonaldhadbeen putting ceramictiles in the bathrooms forthe
floorsandshowers. Now thatwehavefinished everythingim sure you all agree thatthey
look fantasticand will h elp everyon efeel more comfortablewhilsttheyarehereinTaricaya.




Thanks for your help guys and we hope that you enjoyed your time in Taricaya !

Hi,

Ifyouwouldjustliketo send anote,wewould loveto hearfromanyof youwhohave
volunteered atTaricaya, it doesn’t matter how long youwereherefororhow long ago,
we’re alwaysinterestedinwhatyou’re doing orwhereyou arenow.

We welcomeyourfeedback onthenewsletteraswell, whatwouldyouliketo seeorhear
abouthereeverymonth.

Also, ifyou have any queries aboutth erainforest (or Peru), we have a number of qualified
biologists on theteam who would be very happyto answer any of your questions.

For quick updates orinformation aboutTaricaya, ch eck out our website at www.volunteer-

conservation-peru.org, oryou can reach usthrough theProjects Abroad w ebsite at

www.projects-abroad.net.

Have agoodmonth, andwelook forwardto h earing fromyou.

Richard Munday
Volunteer Co-ordinator
Reserva EcologicaTaricaya




